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Budget 2025 overlooks joblessness
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Hindi Translation: ¥R / A ?A t; -

Synonyms:
1. Creatlvg/
2. innovati

3. resoul‘;;ly/( sepnl ) f ol

4, brillian

Antonyms: D\/%;QN ' oxl

1. Unimaginative, 8A/n '
26 dall, /

3.  ordinary, f\)(}m N&”Q’
4. unoriginal

Example Sentence: Hi
impressed everyone

@olutlon to the problem




accord:
agreement or harmony; an official treaty

2. Accord

Part of Speech: Noun/Verb

Meaning: Agreement or
harmony.
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Hindi Translation: quﬁ?ﬂ_/ Wﬁf C@’V\M&

Synonyms: Rt

1. Agreement, ’(?QU I 3
3. pact, M\W

4. consensu

Antonyms: ' Wﬂw Waﬁ
1. Disagreeye/nt,

ey R

4. dispute

Example Sentence: The two countries signed @
after years of negotiations.
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2 3. Mandate

Part of Speech: Noun/Verb

Meaning: An official order or
instruction




Hindi Translation: GI'I%'QT / Gﬂlﬂfg W

Synonyms: .

1. Directive, .~

2. command, ~

3. decree, o~ — > 3T J;{\—a?l‘j\

4, authorization - |
Antonyms: Autherizsdien Qs
1. Prohibigion, . T S
2. ban, / W ? i : e
3 deniai,\.// ﬂ@f}waﬂm
4., refusal

Example Sentence: The new government received a strong
(‘mandate to implement reforins.




Part of Speech: Verb

Meaning: TO put.into effect or
execute. |
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Hindi Translation: ¢II7] T/ W’fﬁﬁ PRI

Synonyms:

1. Enforce, iy

s execute, ~

3. apply,

4., carry out Ve M

Antonyms: W

1. Negleg;/

% abanc;(?,/ //) M

3. ignore,

4. halt / /C(/t« :
Example Sentence: The company decided t
safety measures in all factories.

MHew




‘ 5. Bleak

Part of Speech: Adjective

Me.;ming: Lacking hope or
positivity; cold and miserable.”
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Hindi Translation: FRRTRITS® / AT W

Synonyms: ~

1. Gloom}r}/ - WWM
2. hopeles\;\// @WUU .
3. dreary, TR

4. desolatq/ W AM [
Antonyms: ' % 3 SR A
1. \/L/f}l{ﬁerful, ?WV\,LAL’C

2. romising, - . PG S
3. | right, Jg,@)\lﬁ'“ ,W [@Mmcﬂ

4. opeful : =%

Example Sentence: The future seemefor the struggling 3

company. e ° :




6. Inundating

Part of Speech: Verb

Meaning: Flooding or
overwhelming with things or
people.
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Hindi Translation: die &Il / HY

ol

Synonyms:
1. Overwhelm,/

2. flood, ~ M”ﬂhcd,z O\/\MW

3. engulf, |~

4. deluge \_/ Mﬁe

Antonyms: | i
1. Drain,’ @Wj

2 li 4
A S

4. emptx/

Example Sentence: The office wa

complaints after the productrecall.

m with customer

-__-—-’____ﬂ—'_—_‘-—
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~ Part of Speech: Verb
b Meaning: To gradually decrease
. z SR T
‘ in size, number, or strength) 1
D e
{‘ N\gumd,



Hindi Translation: Yc SIdI / %@Eﬂ
Synonyms:

1. Decrease
2. diminish/}

3. shrink, ? Mw'a e

4., decline

Antonyrps: W M
: Increa}e,/ M@l af; A%ﬂm,,lm

1
% grow,

3- expand,\/ '

4. escalate \/ W%’

Exam Sentence: The company’s profits continued to
dwindle|due to poor manageiment.




8. Foregone

Part of Speech: Adjective

Meaning: Inevitable or
predetermined

—
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Hindi Translation: A& / qﬁa Gl dd

Synonyms: T - M
1. Inevitable, —

2. predetermined,

3. settled, &WQ/V\GQ,QMJ W
4. unavoidable A

Antonyms: | W

1. Uncer}zy’t{ e Cl

2 doubt t\l/ w o

3. unpredict W7 W

4. optional /
Example Sentence: Th am’s victory was

conclusion after t minant performance.

—




9. Exorbitant

Part of Speech: Adjective

p3 .
i In
z ‘.
C ® \<
2
40 y
;\ b
N N
b L
-_\\.

NN

Meaning: UUnreason high or
_excessive. |




Hindi Translation: GI?CIﬁW / EIE?[ 'FIETIT
Synonyms:
1. Outragegyb/

4, unreasona

b}
Antonyms: (]f//\}\wwwk
1. Reasona
2. afforda{;(e/ 6 v mw&b‘dﬂ

3. moderate ¢

a single night's stay.

4. fair ./ % ’
Example Sentence: The hote charged ar’rxorblta/na)‘rice for




10. Propensity

Part of Speech: Noun

Meaning: A natural tendency to
behave in a certain way.
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Hindi Translation: uqﬁ-r | APId

Synonyms:

1. Tendency, T?m M K

2. inclination,

3. predisposition, P i :
4. habit HM W

Antonyms: ' '
R IR

Disinclination,

2, aversion, Y%

3. reluctance, .
4. resistance

Example Sentence: He has a strong

m for taking risks

in business.




Idioms

1. The axe has fallen on - A situation where cuts or
reductions are made._

O Example: "The axe has fallen on government
expenditure.”

yntAd ] 6l
yOE



Idioms

2. Dampening effect - A negative impact that slows
down activity. L

0 Example: "Such deep cuts would have a
dampening effect on investment and
consumption.”

yntAd ] 6l
yOE



Idioms

3. It is well known that - A fact that is widely
accepted. )

O Example: "It is well known that the consumption
propensity of wage earners is higher than that of
profit earners."

yntAd ] 6l
yOE



X X
phrasal verbs

1. Fall short of - Fail to reach a target or expectation.
O Example: "Capital expenditure is falling short of the
target by over 392,000 crore.”

.'\ -
\\\\

2. Counterbalance by - Offset the effect of something by \‘é\ 7S \‘i\‘- ‘

introducing another factor. ),({ :
O Example: "The Finance Minister has sought to rs )
counterbalance the deflationary impact by enhancmg 4%

the annual rebate.” f!
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The previous Budget, presented in July 7024 after the Lok Sabha election, had accorded
priority to employment and skill develoﬁment glvep_th.e_na.t.u.r_eswct iof mandate.

The Finance Minister had announced a Prime Minister’s Package of five schemes and
initiatives to facilitate job and internship opportumtles for 4.1 crore youth over a: five-
year period with a central outlav of X2 lakh crore. (Eowever;ithe Budget speech delivered
in Parliament on February 1, 2025, did not refer to the Prime Minister’s Package even

once. Thm_(ﬂllnﬂnl_onﬂanf Budget 2024-25 announcements states that a
“draft Cabinet note on Employment Linked Incentive scheme is under fmallsatlon" and

“several meetings have been held with the Ministry of Labour and Cl to discuss the
relationship betwee fenditure and employment generation”. In other words,
o the future ks plea
The Septembel;2024 renort of the Pprlodlc Labour Force Survey (PLFS) revealed that in
2023-24, the youth unemployment rate (for those aged 15-29 years) had increased to
10.2% and the unemployment rate among graduates was 13%. Time series data from the
PLFS show that the share of the workforce engaged in rt%u_@_;;q_alaried employment in
the post-pandemic period has.smu{ while the share engaged in agriculture and
ormal self-emplo en.

XXX \/\/W D>




The latest Economic Survey also shows that average real earnings of self-employed male
workers in India fell from 39,454 in 2017-18 to X8,591 in 2023-24. The monthly real
wages of regular/salaried male workers also fell from an average of 312,665 in 2017-18
9 to 311,858 in 2023-24. Surglu’S_LLbJLuLmun.dﬂLl{the job market, combined with high
food inflation, have severely squ_aez_guhe_tealmcmnes and llvellhoods of an
overw in majority of India’s workforce. For a Finance Minister to overlook this is
dlsmgenuous he advanced 1 estimates of GDP have already projected a decline of the
real GDP growth rate to 6. 4% in 2024-25 from 8.2% last Xearl In keeping with this, there
is a slowdown in the Centre’s net tax revenues in 2024- 25 With the Finance Minister
Keen on adherlng tg_th.e_ﬂ.sca]_consoll.da_tmpath the axe has fallen on government
‘ expenditure. Total expenditureisnowlikely to be over X1 lakh crore short of Budget
‘ Estimates (BE), with capital expenditure falling short of the target tby o over 392,000
crore. The consumption effect of income tax breaks, in contrast, would lge far more
limited and concentrated in urban areas. / S
Public expenditure on rural and urban development, agriculture, education, food -
subsidy, energy, transport, and health are all being axed. |

3
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1. According to the Budget speech on February
1, 2025, what was the status of the Prime
Minister’s Package for employment and sKkill
development?

a) It was expanded with increased funding

b) It was briefly mentioned but not detailed

c) It was not referenced at a\y/

d) It was merged with other schemes

e) It was discontinued officially




2. What economic trend did the latest Economic
Survey highlight regarding real earnings of self-
employed male workers between 2017-18 and 2023-
24?

a) A steady increase in real earnings

b) A decline from 39,454 to 8,59

c) No change in earnings
d) A sharp rise due to inflation adjustments
e) A fluctuating trend without a clear pattern




3. Based on the data in the passage, which of the following can
be inferred about the employment scenario post-pandemic?

a) There has been a significant i increase in regular salaried
jobs

b) The agrlculture‘ﬁnd informal self-e/mployment sectors have
absorbed more workforce /
c) The w unemployment rate for youth has decreased
significantly

d) Government initiatives have largely resolved employment
concerns -

e) The private sector has played a dominant role in reversing
job losses '




4. The passage suggests that the decline in the
Centre’s net tax revenues in 2024-25 is most likely
due to:

a) Increased corporate taxation

b) Inflation-driven increase in public spending

c) Expansion of public welfare schemes

d) Reduction in employment opportunities i{rurgl

areas /’

e) Lower economic growth and reduced earnings
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S

A

Column A
A. Daunting

B. Pessimism

C. Levers

D. Surplus
p E.Stimulus
D F. Mounted
D G. Deficit
P H. Apparatus
D 1. Imperative
P J. Articulate

Match the columns
Column B
P. A shortfall or lack of something

Q. A mechanism or tool used to apply force
R. Set up or positioned on something

S. Encouragement or incentive to take action
T. A feeling of hopelessness or negativity

U. An obstacle that seems intimidating

V. A surplus or excess amount

W. Urgently necessary or important

X. To express clearly or effectively

Y. A tool or piece of equipment




Answer

A. Daunting
B. Pessimism
C. Levers

D. Surplus

E. Stimulus
F. Mounted
G. Deficit

H. Apparatus
I. Imperative
J. Articulate
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